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TO: Participant

Plain Language Statement 
Date: 
Full Project Title: Understanding people’s perceptions of artificial intelligence and how it may help with the detection and prediction of diabetes-related kidney disease

Principal Researcher: Prof Ralph Maddison
Student Researcher: Samuel Ato Gyasi Otabir 
Associate Researcher(s): Prof Robyn Tapp, Coventry University; Prof Jonathan Shaw, Baker Heart and Diabetes Institute; Mr Paul Nderitu, Moorfields Eye Hospital, Miss Rubaiyat Takhar, Deakin University.


What is this project about?
This research project contributes to the degree requirements of the Student Researcher as part of his Doctoral program at Deakin University and aims to understand how people with type 2 diabetes feel about using artificial intelligence (AI) to help screen for diabetes-related kidney disease (DRKD). DRKD is a serious complication of diabetes and one of the leading causes of kidney failure. While AI shows promise in improving early detection and screening, there is little research on how patients feel about its use in this context. We also aim to understand how patients prefer to receive risk information when AI is involved in clinical care. 

Why have I been invited to take part?
You have been invited because you are living with type 2 diabetes and can offer valuable insights based on your experience. We are using a purposive sampling method, which means we are specifically inviting people who can help us explore these important questions.

What will I need to do?
If you decide to take part, you will be asked to complete an online survey. The survey includes a mix of multiple-choice questions (using rating scales) and a few open-ended questions where you can write your thoughts. It should take about 5–10 minutes to complete. You may skip any questions you’re not comfortable answering, and you may stop at any time.

Example questions from the survey include: 
1. How comfortable would you feel if AI was used to predict your future risk of kidney disease?
2. Do you think AI-generated results should always be interpreted by a medical professional?
3. Are you more likely to worry about mistakes made by AI or by doctors?
4. What would help you feel more confident about AI being involved in your care?
5. Do you think there are any benefits to using AI in healthcare? If yes, what might they be?


Are there any risks or benefits?
There are no known physical risks associated with this study. However, some questions ask about personal views on healthcare and technology, which may cause mild emotional discomfort for some individuals. To minimise this risk, the survey has been carefully worded in plain, non-judgemental language and reviewed by peers for sensitivity. You are free to stop the survey at any time without giving a reason.

There is no direct personal benefit to you, but your participation will help researchers develop more ethical, effective, and patient-centred approaches to using AI in healthcare. Your input will contribute to future service design and improved communication with people living with diabetes.

There is no payment or incentive for participating in this study. 

Will my information be kept private?
Yes. Your responses will be kept completely confidential. We will not collect any information that identifies you personally. Data will be stored securely on the School of Exercise and Nutrition Sciences secure shared drive at Deakin University and retained for at least five years after publication, as per Deakin’s Research Data Management Procedure.

While the data will not be reused for future research or collaborations, a de-identified version of the dataset may be shared with academic journal reviewers to support open science practices, if required for publication. This shared data will not include any information that could identify participants, and no contact information will be collected at any stage.

Do I have to take part?
No. Taking part is entirely voluntary. You are free to decline or withdraw at any time before submitting the survey. Once submitted, your responses will be anonymized and cannot be withdrawn.
What will happen to the results? 
Findings from the study may be published in academic journals, presented at conferences, shared in reports to healthcare providers and policymakers. You will not be personally identified in any reports.
Data Ownership and Access
Deakin University is the lead institution and data custodian for this project. All data collected will be stored securely on Deakin systems. Collaborating researchers from Coventry University, the Baker Heart and Diabetes Institute, and Moorfields Eye Hospital may access de-identified data solely for the purposes of this study.  Any future use will require additional ethics approval and participant consent where applicable. Data sharing agreements between institutions will comply with Deakin’s Research Data Management Procedure (Sections 13, 14, and 35–37) 
Funding and Interests
This project is supported by Deakin HDR Scholarship (A$33,500 per annum). The researchers declare no financial or other conflicts of interest. 
Who can I contact for more information? 
If you have any questions about the study, please contact 
· Prof Ralph Maddison – Prinicipal Investigator 
Email: r.maddison@deakin.edu.au

OR 

· Samuel Ato Gyasi Otabir 
Email: s.otabir@deakin.edu.au
Complaints
If you have any complaints about any aspect of the project, the way it is being conducted or any questions about your rights as a research participant, then you may contact:  

The Human Research Ethics Office, Deakin University, 221 Burwood Highway, Burwood Victoria 3125, Telephone: 9251 7129, research-ethics@deakin.edu.au

Please quote project number 2025/HE000981
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